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17. — Cowp-tl! ceil impartial sur VEtat PrSsent de VEgypte, com- 
pari d sa Situation Anterieure. Paris. Bethune et Plon. 
1836. 8vo. pp. 60. 

Egypt possesses a two-fold source of interest. The gigantic 
remains of an unmeasured antiquity excite the wonder of the 
traveller, and the enthusiasm of the scholar. The scarcely less 
wonderful spectacle of a barbarous people, rising to civilization 
under the influence of a single great genius, a prince originally 
no less barbarous than they, is calling more and more attention 
from the great states of Christendom. The presses of Europe 
and America are daily sending out journals of travellers to this 
land of wonders. Lane's great work, in two octavos, has just 
reached us ; and it is the most extraordinary book of the kind, 
that we have ever read. It is written by a man, who had quali- 
fied himself by a long course of study for the work. He made 
himself a thorough master of the Arabic language and literature, 
and visited Egypt, not as a passing traveller, but spent years in 
the metropolis, mingling with the society of the place, like a na- 
tive. His work gives us the most minute account of the do- 
mestic life of the Egyptians, descriptions of the houses and 
household utensils, written with singular simplicity and clearness, 
and accompanied by numerous engravings, sketches of religious 
ceremonies, statements of religious doctrines, descriptions of cos- 
tumes and customs, and a most interesting summary of the state 
of learning. All these matters have been taken up by this ac- 
complished traveller at a most fortunate moment ; for the old su- 
perstitions, are dying out, old customs are growing obsolete, and 
nearly all the institutions of Mohammedanism are giving way 
before the powerful influence of European civilization. Such is 
the crisis through which Egypt is now passing, according to 
Mr. Lane. 

The pamphlet before us is devoted to topics, scarcely within 
the scope of Mr. Lane's purpose. The writer, M. Jomard, a mem- 
ber of the Institute, confines himself to the political and econom- 
ical condition of Egypt, under the viceroy, Mohammed Ali, and 
in comparison with its preceding state. He considers his subject 
under the titles of finance, agriculture, industry, and administra- 
tion. As to finance, he states the revenue at the time of the French 
expedition in 1799, or rather at its close in 1802, and compares 
it with 1822, showing an increase of one half in twenty years ; the 
whole amount, in 1822, being over forty-seven millions of francs, 
or nearly ten millions of dollars. In 1833, the revenue had risen 
to sixty-three millions of francs, or nearly thirteen millions of 



512 Present State of Egypt. [Oct. 1837. 

dollars. The annual excess of the revenues over the current ex- 
penses of the government, is more than twelve millions of francs, 
or two millions and a half of dollars. We see, therefore, that 
our government is not the only one, so happy as to have an over- 
flowing treasury ; and the subjects of the viceroy, we under- 
stand, are suffering, like us, from the hard times. Whether his 
Highness means to divide the " surplus," we are not yet inform- 
ed. The condition of the cultivators of the soil is described as 
very miserable, nearly as much so, as under the multiplied tyr- 
anny of the Mameluke Beys, whom the Pacha so coolly mur- 
dered, at the outset of his career ; but they enjoy a regular gov- 
ernment, such as it is. 

Of the industry and commerce, M. Jomard gives a plain and 
intelligible account. Cotton is the most important article of ex- 
port ; timber and silk are among the most important imports. A 
short chapter follows, briefly explaining the machinery and ope- 
rations of government. The next chapter is devoted to canals 
and roads, and the general system of internal improvement car- 
ried on by the viceroy ; from which it seems that he has no con- 
stitutional scruples about the right of government to develope the 
resources of the country. He has also established a " monster," 
" an allegory on the banks of the Nile," but has him so com- 
pletely under control that no complaints are heard from his High- 
ness. This is followed by a statement of the military and naval 
forces of Egypt ; a chapter on the administration of justice ; an- 
other, on education, containing a great number of very interest- 
ing details ; and the pamphlet concludes by presenting a view of 
the obstacles that oppose the progress of Egyptian civilization. 
But the author thinks, on the general estimate of probabilities, 
that Egypt is destined to run a brilliant and prosperous career. 



